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(S Long, )
ngora Rabbit Down

A visit to the. world's Ierges’r Angora ferm. nesﬂmg by +he Beas in ’rhe

Kulu valley.

by Huc-;,H; and COLLEEN GANTZER L

a0

“A-yo ora: ,rabbrt “It’s fur is so. lrght, s0 ﬂulfy ,1t traps 50 -
. ymfmfcnhgair that no- heet can go out, no cold. com’e m.”

N the sun-soaked Hrmala-

“yan valley' of - Kulu, the
: gods come . down ; every year .
for: Dussera. ' And -the .apples :
hang red.on. crutchssupported .
trees. ‘And; "if - 'you "have | the -
money-and the mclmauon,
you can: - clothe yourself [in
rabbrt down

We knew about the gods and

. we. had: heard about ‘the apples,
bit: our, thoughts were on -

distant, bluemg hills. of Manali .

when we "drove down, the dies

" straight ‘road skrrtmg the foam-
. ing" %eas ‘Perception, however, is.
‘a strange thing. ‘Nagging, balf-
formed images" began to- obtrudes
Something we had' missed ‘demand- -
.ed. attention. Did you see” that? .
Yes. But what was it? A hotel?’
No. It 160ks more like a mill,...
iactory. ..+ a hatdicrafts cen~
‘tre. -No, it's a farm, an unusual
farm" thtle chrps of rnformatron

“the

fell into place and- formed an in-

- choate but insistent ‘picture. .
. -And so, when we retirned from .
meeting. the: Banons of . Manah,-

_crossing” the Rotang: Pass - -and

-living in the austere grandeur of

‘Lahaul, -the images fell into place
in our: cartographrc,,
- ters’ ‘'minds. It was a mill,

factory, a handrcrafts centre and
ves.... indeed. ... a‘hotel.-We
‘turned ‘left, off the'  ‘die-straight

. road. and drove into ' the " Inter-

_national Angora Breeding' Farm.

‘Under the shade-dappling : trees -

“'the rows of rabbit hutches stand,
while: the Beas: chortles . at. the
edge ‘of the farm and pretty Kulu

 girls ‘flit like butterflies - across the -

shade-patterned acres.

T saw’ the rabbits for.'the ﬁrst"’

"time in‘ the London Zoo”, Prem
Gupta’ told us. ‘"l‘hat was ‘in -’65

and- my younger brother, ‘Anil,
had just’ completed: a . course in -
- wool technology at Bradford.: We

" decided to try our hand at Angora
brceding in India.” o '

travel 'Wl‘l- _

1

~and: fight decay.

Stop bad breath..
Fight foothdecay
.. with Colgate

BCG.72:30

~ Brush your teeth w:th Colgate after - .
every'meal. It protects you just the way - o
dentists recommend all over the world. s
‘Bacteria grow in food particles left -}
"between your teeth: These can cause R
bad:.odour and, later, painful decay.
So. always brush the Colgate way right
after eating. It's proven most effective to
freshen your breath, whrten your teeth,

How Colgate” s trusted formula works

' ~~Odour and decay causing :
< bacteria grow in food partlcles
trapped between vour teeth.

Colgate’s unique active foam
‘reaches deep to remove dangerous
food particles and bacteria.

The.result: attractive white teeth
fresh-breath confidence,.
protectlon against decay

.COlgate has the fresh, minty taste
that makes br‘ushmg a pleasure. ,_

’

- For complete dental care use
Colgato Trigard Toothbrushes...
- THREE TIMES BETTER

Guard tooth enamel

B Guard against
@ dental plaque

P Guard gums

|* then the sun broke through the

We walked lersurely down the
lanes of hutches while . Prem
Gupta touched lightly on the pro-
blems the little animals had
given him at first. The home of
the original Angora rabbits

nesses of Turkey, and though there
are no wild Angoras now, they
still detest temperatures above
35 degrees centigrade and hated

the 'journey out. Two-of the five -
died- on-

orrgmally flown out,
the journey.: The. hundred and
seventy three more rvere flown
out from West Germany in 1967,
but even so, it took ‘a long time
- for them to adjust to Kulu (4,000
ft.). .
Prem Guﬁfa stoppcd ‘at a
hutch reached in ‘and pulled- out
" a rabbit. It was only then that
}we realised how big they were::
as large as.a fairsized lap. .dog,
‘our hands sank into the arhaz-

mgly long, white "fur while the

rabbit lay docile, blinking its
Alice-in-Wonderland eyes. . “They
rveigh about three kilos and when-
" you see one of them you'd. hard-
ly believe how small they are -
whgn they’re born,” Prem Gupta
sai :
The rabbit went back mto its
hutch and started - nibbling food
pellets busily, The Guptas. make
their own food pellets in Ludhiana,
so the animals have no need to
graze and-snag their valuable fur,
We recalled somethmg we had
read long ‘ago. “Dosen’t the male

rabbit destroy the young?” we o

asked.

“He  doesn’t get near- them,
Gupta smrled ““Artificial * insemis
. nation: we "are the only -com-
mercial -farm where- artrﬁc:al ins
- semination ‘is done.on
scale; Look, here’s a nest:of baby
Angoras: the mother lines: it with_
down from ‘her own stomach .

Metermty Box .-

In: the- matermty “box of a spe-
cial ward, a mass’ of lijtle. Ango-
Tas ‘lay cuddlmg together in - sibl-
ing proximity. ‘Born deaf, blind -
and hairless, they are - complete-
ly dependent’ on-their mother for
the first three weeks but they are
not weaned fill- they-are six oveeks
- old. And  then they - have an.

. identifying - number _punched. on'.

their ears and are ready to lead

shaded farm. k
"A - bird hopped m “front - of
. us,. picked up a dropped . food

~ Angoras nibbled - busily, growing
- their soft, white fur for ., Mr.

cof their lives, and.  thereafter

~ed to use ‘the swift hand shears.
Each ‘animal . ‘contributes - 600
-grams of soft” wool” every year.

warm, almost werghtless, shawls,
. expensive, of course, but very. ele-

‘. Kulu Angora shawls, woven by
- local women. ‘on- cottage ‘handloom
“and “offered for ‘sale’ at a- lxttle
showroom at'the. gate o ;the arm.”

‘A~ cold wind "began” to “blow
down from :Manali; - whispering |

" ruffling ~ the fur .of the -busily

" in the. BeaS-watered valley. B

Success Story RO
. *This - is. the: world'
Angora farm”, Prem Gupta said,
h}s “breath % .pil

ay ahead . of the'

“Buenos" Aires, - Argent'ma - they

- cess story, ,but ...” he’ stOpped ‘as
“'said sornethmg. When le turned

: on the ‘but” and wve didn’t remind
. him. - “They’e, fine little  animals”,

~to import Angora woo] - . from

“of all those soft-focus. - movres

“but now we save as much’ as

-much more perhaps. .
there’s 'that export order of Rs.
92.14 lakhs....”

"~ 'We thought of the hundreds of

. pes

tues of “Angora “wool.

80 -your blood," ‘your skin, “your
muscles, they remain fighting fit.
No cold, no sweat. Is-good; eh?”

Clouds were . gathering = over

steel-grey and quiet. The rabbits
bad stopped chomping . and sat
- warm and electrostatrcally insula-
‘ted in théir Angora coats, ‘We
got up to' leave, thanked Prem
Gupta, and then.a thought struck

Not For The Table

. “You have a great many rabbits
here” we said. “What do you do
when they cease being productlve?
Rabbit stew?”

There was a moment of still-
ness and a cold light flicked over
Mr. Guptas sunglasses . “We're

clouds and he smiled.  “Angora
- wool is s0. :expensiveé ~that the
rabbits pay for themselves to the
very end. Our animals lead long
and very contented lives in our
- farm. They 80 only when they
have to.,..

He was still looking proudly
over his Angora Farm rwhen we
drove out, heading for our ncxt

A was -
* probably in the high, cold, wilder-

- a large -

an independent hfe in the wxllow- .

urns

(Continued frol'n‘ Page 1)

givk her. Just as the thousand
years of Muslim rule had at last
begun to produce a common
Hindu-Muslim . culture, the . Bris
tish had arrived with new and
totally unfamiliar .concepts. Whila
through the thousand years of a
hard Muslim rule we had. ma-
naged to keeép our. essential core,
under the bemgn British we be-
gan to lose 1t and turn into a,
hotchpotch. ’

And ‘50 my" thoughts oscrllated,
— what I thought was not good
for Maya had pnothing wrong with
it by itself, and ‘what Maya should
‘have in its place was unidentifi-
able and had really nothmg ’better
to offer. : ,
" ‘When I. broached ‘the" sub;ect
with Maya she reacted" sharply

“Why, why should I- change
my school? I am happy, ‘I -have

good fnends, I.am doing well at . | h

studies, - the teachmg is  good.
- What have you against it?”
I said I had- nothing: agninst
the school. Tt was 4. good school,"
‘she was  doing well and- ‘her .
“friends ‘were all nice. e
. “Then?” - ‘ '
“Maya, it 1sn’t easy to explam, :
but I will try.” -
- I'explained how I felt about her -
-avid absorption of: American cul-

‘ture, which was making " her 'a
product not fit for- the  ‘Indian: .
soil. She would thrive if ‘she went -
to  Amerjca. like' the other- ‘gitls. - -

) But when she left school .one. day
to-return tothe Indian environ-

ment ‘she would have ‘1o’ readjust . Ay
read]ustment E

herself; ‘and  this
wwould: "be more drfn'cult and pain-
ful the. Jlonger it was postponed
She had gained much- from her
school, and these foundation years
would prove useful to her, " ,
'she now. needed an Indian orienta-

ly - Indjan school, such -as* the
Maharani’ Gayatri- Devr in Jaipur;
This had" orrgmally been a ‘school’
'for the - girls' of ‘the: Ra;put prin-
cely famrlres but’ was. now .under

a new’ Enghsh principal ‘a good

- public - school - for~ ‘Indian - g;rls., L

‘Maya " kept: asking me: . what
~was ‘the American - culture
had- assrmrlated that : I. obJected‘

to, and I did my best to ‘convince =
pre;udrced

her' that 1 was not-
but.the American ways.~+--let us-
- forget ‘culture —, she fad assimi-
lated . were so. different - from our. -
.own ways that :she would stand
~out like -a foreigner. ‘Perhaps in
2 country with rts own well de-

but

tion. She 'should -move to. a pure-

- Was the best thtng to do

_ fined culture one could be bi-
cultural as many. Europeans were.
There were ‘Dutchmen in. Unilever
as British as they were Dutch, But
our case was different.. Today our

Indian culture, however , one
would ‘define ‘it, had not - the
strength - to- withstand something

"SO- dommamg as American culture,

arid in Maya’s case she had not

‘yet found an. Indran core.

‘While through the 'l'hou-
sand years  of . Muslim
rule we had managed to
keep our essential .

..she ' ~bus

to me from’ Wasl}mgton that -ex-

.cellent though . the : schools: were - ;
- ‘there, she wanted, in-view. of her:, th
- own_experience, -to send_her nine -

year-old - daughter
to school in India.

‘Ayesha back
-She’ felt 1t

~* went to London.to do;his a;trcles

core, .-
v,_under l'he bemgn _Brrhsh“

Wrth her brothers, Manu. and
Gautam, there was. no such: pro--
blem. ‘'They both went to' Doon

School ‘at Dehra-Dun; which had

only Indian boys, -and they grew
as purely Indian boys of  their
‘kind. Maya  after the college - at
Bombay ‘married 2 Punjabi’ “boy,
as an interesting coincidence, from’
Gujarat;- their home: in -fact' had
been in the next mohalla to-oufs,
.-‘He worked ' with an Ametican
‘bank and later joined the World
-Bank' in - Washington.. Manu - after
“a" commerce--degree "in :Bombay

for chartered - accountancy, ‘but
‘England: at: all,
“th

ing o - England,

: clear ace prejtidice

quite unlike me, he 'did not lrke
-Wth hu ‘

pellet, flew away. In'the.cages the|

. Gupta, Starting on the '75th day| = e

+|: ‘every 75 -days, the Angoras are |
1 _; shorn of their fur: by girls" train--

- to ‘be spun,:woven and knitted into |
‘pullovers, scarves ‘and. cloth—very | -

., gént. We rvere impressed with ‘the {*

the wrllows, 'shimmering the Beas, | A

“chomping. Angoras. ' We sipped hot oo
. coffee gratefully and spoke. about |-
| the” Gupta igirls 'who go;to-.Our |

"Lady of the Snows convent and] . -~
. of ‘their lonely:life at the farm, cut. EOe

largest <

piffing. in . the chill
. “With. 16,800 rabbxts-‘ Wes };re'f
sgcond “farm.in].

~he  said cheerfully. ““India. used |
“West Germany. ...” We: t,hought

featurlng starry-ey’ed heromes m
Simla, fluffy in Angora ‘'wool.’. .. ]

"Rs. 50 lakhs in forergn exchange, .
"And then}]

skiers on the snow-sparkling slo-1|. -
-of winter resorts the. world |
over and of the eccentric Swiss|:
doctor who™ had cornered us: Que | ..
day and enthused about 'the yira}
B omac R (R sg o
ight, so y, it traps §0 muc T Y
" air that no heat. can. go: out ’ not. - 'mmense'y to your prestrge As o
~ cold come in, But. ... attendl..:. |- : '
because of eleotrostatrc qualities, |
‘|- the ' dampness is- diawn’ out and |

Manali and the Beas had become |

vegetarians”, he said, softly. And S

72 N

ave only 6,000 - Angoras._ ‘So.
E gveryone thmks its a. great suc-f .

~one .of his assistants /came and| "

‘to us ‘again he didn’t  elaborate’ o
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